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Sovlgt Blog gconioad,o Bangtration of Africa 

In 1957 the Soviet Bloc eontinxiod to increase its economic overtures 
to African countries. Bloc overtures have been made on the dipltanatic, 
economic and cultural levels, the Bloc has concentrated its econcasic 
activities in the newly independent nations su<* as Itoisia* Horoceo, 
Ghana* Liberia and Libya. 

The most extensive Sa.oc econ<s&ie adviuices in Al^ea have be«ii msMie 
in the field of trade. trade with the Sloe has bs^ spor^c 

and of sdnor importance* it is inareasing and new trade agrettsents call 
for aa$>3nd8d trade. Bloc offers to lift burdensome surpluses such as 
cocoa in (^sna euid cotton in Sudan have received favorable publicity. 
Trade agretiments have been ccmcludsd by a number of Bloc countries with 
Morocco and funisia and both Ghana and Sudan have received offers by the 
IB3H to expand cos^reial relations. Several of the Bloc countries have 
presented impressive exhibits at trade fairs held in Morocco and Tunisia. 

There have be«i few Bloc offers of credits to African countries. 

Bie Sudan and funisia have received general offers of accncsaic assistance 
from the Bloc but to date these have not been accepted. 'Hte Bloc has 
extended a nua^r of scholarship offsrs to students in African countries 
but acceptance has been on a limited basis. Csedhoslovak and Soviet 
offsrs of asms to Tunisia during the Tunisian arms crisis were isade 
public by various Tunisian officials but were later disclaimed. Never- 
theless* the threat of Bloc ams aid was a factor in the crisis. 


Approved For Release 2000/09/11 : CIA-RDP62S00545A0001 00090079-1 



